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The 2019 Spring Edition of Discover...
The Land O’ Lakes is brought to you by
the publisher of The Tweed News.
On the cover: A Monarch Butterfly
flutters amongst the flowers near the
Marble Arts Centre in Actinolite.
Photo by Shannon Binder

Our Turtle
Neighbours
imagine the scene. Red-winged
Blackbirds are calling from their
perches on the Cattails, jewel-like
dragon flies and damselflies are
whisking through the air, scooping
up mosquitoes and other flying
insects while a Muskrat swims
leisurely by, making a ‘V’ on the
water’s surface. The sun is glinting
off the wet shell of the turtle as she
lies basking, absorbing the warm
rays which will increase her body
temperature. She is a vertebrate
animal, a reptile. Other animals in
the same broad category who have
backbones are the fishes,
amphibians, birds and mammals.

Discover ...The Land O’ Lakes Region

By George Thomson
and
Elizabeth Churcher
As we drive along the back roads
through more remote parts of
Eastern Ontario or wander down a
path that winds across a meadow
and into a woodland, the natural
world offers us a documentary
brimming with life and beauty. One
of the most relaxing and calming
scenes in Nature is a Painted Turtle
basking on a log in a pond,
surrounded by the astonishing
variety of life in the pond habitat.
An idyllic symbol of repose!
Just pause for a moment and

Some of our vertebrates, including
fishes, amphibians and reptiles, are
ectotherms or cold-blooded animals.
Just like our turtle who is taking in
the sun’s heat energy, they depend
on their surroundings to warm their
bodies. In contrast, birds and
mammals are endotherms and can
generate their own body heat. We
Humans, for example, have a
constant body temperature of 37
degrees Celsius, no matter what the
air temperature is registering.
The Painted Turtle basking in the
sunshine will leave her quiet place
of rest to collect the food that she
needs to fuel her body. A diet of
aquatic vegetation, insects, crayfish
and snails gives her sufficient
energy to fire up her metabolism
which functions at a much lower
rate than that of birds or mammals.
It is high enough to meet her life
needs but not to produce heat. But
Nature has a plan for everything!
Her low metabolic rate allows her to
Continued on page 4

3

Discover ...The Land O’ Lakes Region

4

Continued from page 3
hibernate during Winter, in the mud
of the pond’s bottom: a high heat
metabolism is not required for her
survival while her body rests at a
very low ebb.
Turtles are fascinating in so many
ways. Perhaps the most astonishing
is that they are the only vertebrate
animals to have a bony shell which
is composed of two parts, the upper
carapace and the lower portion
covering the underside of the body,
the plastron. The two components
are joined by bony bridges on each
side of the turtle and serve as
protection for her. Both the carapace
and plastron consist of bony plates,
covered by tough, horny structures
called scutes that are pigmented and
give the characteristic colours to the
shell. The turtle’s backbone,
composed of vertebrae, is located
along the midline of the inner
surface of the upper shell. Short,
strut-like ribs connect the vertebrae
of the backbone to the bony plates of
the carapace & shoulder. Hip girdles,

which support the legs, are hung
from the backbone. Neck vertebrae
extend outside the shell to hold the
skull while tail vertebrae secure the
tail. All in all, the turtle that we
witness enjoying the warm sunshine
is a very compact, skilfully
constructed package!
Turtles are almost completely
harmless animals. Even the
Snapping Turtle only attempts to
bite vigorously in self defence when
she is out of her watery element,
travelling overland to lay her eggs in
a nest she digs out of the loose soil.
At such times, she is biting out of
fear, trying to protect herself. She
cannot pull her legs and head back
into her shell, as other turtles can.
Her bottom shell or plastron which
is very small and cross-shaped
makes her vulnerable when out of
the water. When she senses danger,
she behaves as a desperate mother
attempting to survive and protect her
offspring.
Let’s get back now to the pond
where our Painted Turtle is basking

in warm rays. The bright June
sunshine glints off of the shell
highlighting a spectrum of colour,
ranging from olive green to dark
brown. Red markings adorn the
margins of the carapace and vivid
red and yellow stripes show brightly
on her legs, head and neck.
Inspection of the lower surface
reveals a polished yellow shell
accented with a dark central blotch.
But time marches on, even for
our symbol of repose. Our Painted
Turtle on the log becomes restless,
driven by an ancient urge and now,
heated sufficiently by the Sun, she
slips into the water and swims in the
leisurely, effortless way that turtles
do, then crawls out of the pond and
starts across the country to find a
suitable patch of sandy soil where
she can lay her eggs. She may
encounter peril, she has to cross a
road! Turtles evolved around 200
million years ago. Their shell has
served them well, protecting them in
large measure against predators;
Continued on page 5

Eastern Painted Turtle

to adulthood and reproductive age.
Just think of the Snapping Turtle
who has to live for 20 to 25 years
before laying her first eggs! This
extended length of time until she
can produce young is an added
challenge to the survival of this
species.
The future for turtles is not

bright! Many of the 240 fascinating
species that exist worldwide are in
some degree of trouble. All 7 sea
turtles, for example, are endangered.
Turtles are increasingly dependent
on us for their continued survival.
We need to pay attention to these
facts and act!
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 4
however, her hard covering cannot
withstand the strike of a car or truck.
Vehicles, consequently, have
become a large mortality factor for
turtles.
Sadly, all 8 species of turtles
found in Ontario officially are listed
as ‘at risk’. The Painted Turtle was
the last to be added to this
precarious status, just last year and
is new in the Special Concern
category, along with the Snapping
Turtle and the Northern Map Turtle.
The Spiny Softshell Turtle,
Blanding’s Turtle and Musk Turtle
are in the Threatened category and
the Wood Turtle and Spotted Turtle
are Endangered.
Other threats to turtles include
age-old predation of nests by
Skunks, Raccoons and Foxes.
Menaces also include habitat
destruction by such means as
drainage & degradation of wetlands
or by contamination from persistent
pesticides and pollution. Very few of
a mother turtle’s young will survive
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Blanding’s Turtle

Continued from page 5
So what can we do to help
turtles? If we see one of these
handsome creatures on the road, we
can stop and move her to a safe
place, always pointing her in the
direction that she was walking and
forever bearing in mind the safety
of ourselves and other motorists.
We should drive more slowly
through likely turtle habitat and be
on the lookout for them, especially
through the months of May and

June. If we find an injured turtle on
the road, we carefully can place her
in a well-ventilated container on a
damp towel or cloth. Do not put
water in this temporary home. To
complete this process, call the
Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre
in Peterborough (705-741-5000) or
Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre in
Napanee (613-354-0264). If we
know where a turtle has laid her
eggs, it is wise to shelter the nest
with a protective covering which

may be constructed or purchased.
Information about the details of
constructing nest protectors can be
obtained by googling “Canadian
Wildlife Federation Help the
Turtles” or a nest protector can be
purchased from Quinte Field
Naturalists by contacting Denice
Wilkins at 613-478-5070.
Each year, as Spring approaches,
we think of our mother Painted
Turtle venturing out in early June,
full of hope and ready to lay her 5
to 10 eggs in the flask-shaped nest
that she carves out of sandy soil.
Will she successfully cross the
dangerous roadway? Will she find a
suitable location that is not in
danger of flooding, being poisoned
by chemicals or excavated by
predators? Will she survive her
journey back to the pond, once
again risking perilous roads? We
can all join together to increase her
chances of survival and we can
wish her well that she may live to
see many bright June days in the
years to come.

Jumping for Joy in the Land O’ Lakes
Freestyle motocross jumping held during the
Tweed Stampede last year drew a large crowd.
Make sure to checkout the Stampede this year
for an exciting weekend of family fun!
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www.tweedfair.net

Advanced Ride Tickets

FERRIS WHEEL, DROP ZONE, BUMPER CARS AND

Thursday, July 4th
Gates Open - 5pm-10pm

Admission: Adults: $2

5-12 years $2

Friday, July 5th

4 & under FREE

or one non-perishable food item per person for the local Food Bank

Toonie Night: ALL rides $2/ticket/ride
Rides do not need multiple coupons

Exhibitor entries will be received 6-8pm Tweed Agricultural Hall
(Kids crafts, vegetables, baking, crafts, horticulture)

Saturday, July 6th
Gates Open - 9am

Admission: Adults: $5

5-12 years $2

4 & under FREE

TODAY ONLY 10am-11am ONLY (with admission to grounds)
FREE MIDWAY ON ALL ROBERTSON AMUSEMENT RIDES
Black Smith Dave - ALL DAY - ball diamond
9am - Pony Pulls - track
10am - Beef & 4-H Show - agricultural barns
10am - Exhibitors Building & Arena Vendors Open
11am - Midway opens - regular prices in effect
11am - Horse Pulls - track

Karaoke- behind White building
12:30pm - Youth 1pm - Teen
2pm- Adults
Open Mic to follow Sponsored by Kraving Karaoke

KIDS ZONE:

1pm-1:30pm & 2:30-3pm - Gerry Mitchell - Child Entertainer - Arena
1:30-2:30pm - Kidz Zone - Arena
(let us entertain your children while you enjoy the grounds)

2:30pm-3pm & 4pm-4:30pm - Hot Diggity Dogs - ball diamond
3pm - Derby Registration NEW TIME

5:30pm - Demolition Derby - track
10pm - Fireworks -

MORE!

35 tickets for $40
(1-3 tickets per ride)
Available at
The Tweed News,
Tweed Valu-Mart, Palmateer’s

10pm -1am Live Entertainment with
Hungerford Station - behind White Bldg.

Gates Open - 4pm-11pm

Admission: Adults: $5

5-12 years $2

4 & under FREE

Exhibitors entries will be received from 8:30am until noon
(Kids crafts, vegetables, baking, crafts, horticulture)
Judging starts at 12 noon - no exhibits accepted past this time

5:30pm-8:30pm - Laser Tag FREE with admission - Fairgrounds
nly e
ay o
Frid ited Rid
m
30
Unli elets $
c
Bra

Sponsored by Tweed Festival of Trees

6:30pm - Pet Show - Grandstands

6:45pm - Official Opening - Grandstands

7pm - Ontario Mini Rod Puller Assc. - Tractor Pull - Grandstands

7:30pm- Pie eating contest - Ball diamond

10pm-1am- Charlie Bird Band (behind White Bldg.) Licensed event

Sunday, July 7th
Gates Open - 10am

Admission: Adults: $5 5-12 years $2 4 & under FREE
Rides Open 11am-4pm
10am - Exhibitors building & Arena Vendors Open
10am - Baby Show - Arena
10am - Registration- Truck & Tractor Pulls - track
10:30am - Registration- Bike Races
11am - Bike Races - grandstands
11am-3pm - The Bubble Zone- ball diamond (the bubble zone.ca)
Noon - Truck & Tractor Pulls
1pm - Tweed’s Got Talent
1pm - Open Mic Karaoke - behind White Building
3pm - Exhibitors building closes - all entries to be picked up

ALL WEEKEND - Let’s Get Cracking Egg Farmers
of Ontario Educational Trailer - ball diamond

Regular Ticket Ride Prices

$1.75 per ticket (1-3 tickets per ride)
16 tickets for $25
26 tickets for $40

Tweed & Company
Theatre Returns

and New Presentations!

At this point, most folks from the
Land O’ Lakes region will be able to
sit down and tell you all about the
amazing experience that they had at
a recent Original Canadian Musical
in Tweed. In their 11th season of
production, Tweed & Company has
grown consistently, playing to
thousands of local patrons as well as
tourist audiences, and last season
spreading their wings to perform at

venues throughout the region. Their
hit production HASTINGS! The
Musical, has played in 4 cities to
date, including record breaking runs
in Bancroft and Belleville last year,
and will be touring once again in
2020. And with 8 productions
playing here at home in Tweed
every year, there are countless
opportunities to experience
professional live theatre right here in

Gull Lake

- COTTAGES AND CAMPGROUND READY TO MAKE A SPLASH?

Start planning your family getaway today!

Pet-friendly cottage rentals • Spacious camping sites
gulllakecottages.com • gulllakecottages@hotmail.com
613-336-2341 • 1449 Gull Lake Rd.
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with Annual Favourites

the heart of Comfort Country. But
not just any live theatre...Tweed &
Company specializes in unique and
exciting productions that you can't
see anywhere else.
So what's on the boards in 2019?
A host of offerings that will have
you dancing in the aisles, laughing
out of your seats, and hopefully
returning to Tweed again and again.
The season is already under way,
but the summer really gets going
with the Tweed Summer Season
Kick Off Party at the Tweed
Pavilion on May 18th! Join up and
coming pop superstar JESSICA
WILSON at the pavilion for an
awesome evening of originals and
covers, featuring her five piece
band, as well as prizes from
countless other summer festivals
and events. Then, in July, a new
comedy from writer Mark Crawford
makes it's Tweed debut at the
Marble Arts Centre. STAG & DOE
is a hilarious farce set in a familiar
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9
local setting, as a bride and groom
and a couple planning their Stag &
Doe battle it out for the use of the
building. With an all star cast of
Tweed & Co favourites and
recognizable talent from stage and
screen, Stag & Doe is an evening
of laughter and live theatre that
you’re not going to want to miss!
Running from July 10th to 14th at
the Marble Arts Centre, tickets
start at just $15.00!
Then in September, one of
Tweed & Company’s most
popular annual traditions THE
DARK NIGHT CABARET
returns. After last year’s sell out
success, and with the addition of a
very popular and very delicious
pre-show Harvest Dinner, the
Dark Night Cabaret is an evening
of song, dance, and laughter,
where all of your Tweed & Co
favourites perform their most
popular and requested numbers,
original tunes, comedy, music and
more! The evening kicks off with

an exciting 3 course meal from
Enright Cattle Company and a
celebrity chef. At only $60.00,
this is some of the best
entertainment bang for your buck
the region has to offer, and it is
also Tweed & Co’s biggest yearly
fundraiser. So join them on
September 28th at the Tweed
Pavilion, not only for an
incredible evening that you’re not
soon to forget, but also to help
support them in all of their
endeavours.
Then, later on in the fall, right
around Halloween... a brand new
entertainment venture comes to
Tweed with THE HAUNTING
OF HUNGERFORD HOUSE.
This east coast style Musical
Mystery Dinner Theatre will not
only be hilarious and spooky, but
features a cast of seven incredibly
talented performers who not only
sing dance and act in the
production, but also play all of the
instruments, in true Tweed & Co
fashion. You’ll get a chance to mix
and mingle
with
this
zany cast of
characters as
you enjoy a
delicious
dinner from
Stoco Lake
Lodge, and
then
are
launched
into
a

musical mystery that will have
you rolling in the aisles and
jumping in your seats! And who
knows...you may even have a
chance to get in on the action...
The Haunting of Hungerford
House plays at Stoco Lake Lodge
from October 24th to 27th.
And finally, returning this year
after it’s SELL OUT premiere last
season, A TWEED & COMPANY
CHRISTMAS will return for two
performances, this year at St.
Andrew’s Church in Tweed. Join
Tweed & Co favourites, and local
talent backed by a live band for all
of your favourite Christmas carols,
and some new favourites as well.
Second show added due to high
demand, be sure to book early for
this one to avoid disappointment.
Tweed & Company Theatre is a
steadily growing professional
theatre company with a mandate
to create and produce Original
Canadian Musical Theatre right
here in Hastings County. Winners
of the 2017 Hastings County
Tourism Champion of the year
award, and recognized in 2018 as
one of the TOP 100 events in
Ontario, be sure to book your
tickets for some incredible live
theatre right in your backyard! For
more information about all of
these incredible productions, and
to
book
tickets,
visit
www.tweedandcompany.com, or
stop in at The Tweed News today.
See you at the show!
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Tweed & Company Theatre brings live productions to the Land O’ Lakes
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Stoco Lake Muskie Hunter

Five year old Cameron Torch, grandson of Rick and Dale Torch of Tweed, proudly displays his 35 inch
muskie, while his younger brother looks on. This was the largest of four Stoco Lake muskies he caught
and live released last summer. Cameron is truly a ‘Muskie Hunter’ and is looking forward to coming back
to fish Stoco Lake for more!

August 3, 2019

14
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Presented annually during the Saturday of the Civic Holiday weekend, Tweed Art in the Park, brought to you
by the Tweed and Area Arts Council, is a FREE, family-fun event you will not want to miss. Each year Tweed
Art in the Park gets bigger and better, attracting crowds from near and far to Tweed Memorial Park, along the
shores of Stoco Lake. This year Art in the Park will be held on Saturday, August 3, 2019. Vendors will be open
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Make sure to visit the pavilion between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm to purchase a
delicious fish fry lunch.
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Tweed Art in the Park

The Tweed News/LACY MEEKS
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Stoco Lake Lodge

By LACY MEEKS
The Tweed News
Since its establishment in 1973,
the vision for Trudeau Park has
experienced an exciting evolution,
from bluegrass festival, to premier
wedding destination, Trudeau Park
has proven time and again that it is a
business eager to expand. Recently
the business has once again taken a
step towards diversification with the
new Stoco Lake Lodge branding,
which encompasses the lodge and
wedding/event areas of the property.
The actual lodge was built in

1983 and included a motel along
with two squash courts, weight
room and swimming pool. The
facility proved to be a community
favourite, with the gym,
swimming lessons and aquafit
programs all well attended.
In 2006 Trudeau Park
experienced yet another shift when
Casey Trudeau purchased the
business from his father Kevin
Trudeau. Over the last 13 years
Casey has put his own mark on the
business, and among his many
accomplishments
is
the

development of the popular Tweed
Stampede and Jamboree.
Trudeau described the new
Stoco Lake Lodge branding in part
as a way to distinguish between
the Stampede and the lodge, as
well as highlight the special event
hosting capabilities of the lodge.
Trudeau explained that he was
finding some tourists were
unaware of the services offered at
the lodge and the new branding
will give him the opportunity to
further promote those services.
As it stands, the facility hosts
approximately 20 weddings
annually, along with a variety of
corporate retreats and special
events. This is in addition to the
concerts featuring star entertainers
held throughout the year.
Trudeau noted that the lodge is
the perfect backdrop for any
occasion. If you’re looking for a
lakeside wedding ceremony, an
elegant indoor affair, or a
combination of both, Stoco Lake

The Tweed News/LACY MEEKS

New name, same great service

also noted that Stoco Lake Lodge
is the only lakeside patio and
wedding venue in Hastings
County.
Over the last two years Trudeau
has completed several upgrades to
the facility, including gorgeous
renovations to both the dance hall

and Oakley’s Pub. The 13 motel
rooms located in the lodge have
also been renovated, with new
beds and televisions installed as
well.
For more information about
Stoco Lake Lodge call 613-6613699 or visit stocolakelodge.com.
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Lodge has all that and more. It has
everything you need in one
location; tables, chairs, linens,
decorations, sound system,
projector, and more. Best of all,
Trudeau and his team can tailor
your event specifically to your
requirements, ensuring your
special day unfolds exactly as you
imagined.
As for how the name was
chosen, well that was easy. For
Trudeau, Stoco Lake is a point of
pride, and his property’s proximity
to the lake is something he
celebrates. “I’m proud of our lake,
we have a beautiful lake, I swim
here, my kids swim here, we
should be promoting the lake,”
said Trudeau. He commended both
the Friends of Stoco Lake and the
Municipality of Tweed for the
“great job they do of promoting
Stoco Lake.” When selecting the
new name he felt that Stoco Lake
Lodge was a very fitting way to
celebrate the lake that he loves. He

17

Tweed & Area
Heritage Centre

40 Victoria St. N.,
Tweed, ON
613-478-3989
tweedheritageinfo@gmail.com
Open: Mon. – Sat.,
9 a.m.-noon; 1-5 p.m., all year
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By Evan Morton,
Curator Tweed & Area
Heritage Centre
Have you walked or driven past
the Tweed & Area Heritage Centre
and wondered what it was? If so,
then perhaps it is time for you to
discover this outstanding resource
in our community.
A Heritage Centre, what’s that?
It is a facility dedicated to the
research,
documentation,
preservation and promotion of the
special character of this area. It is
really the identification of the
unique features, past and present,
that contribute to the understanding

of who we are as a community. A
people or an area that does not
know and appreciate its heritage
has little upon which to build in the
present, or in the future.
To help you discover Tweed, the
Tweed & Area Heritage Centre has
a Visitor Welcome and Information
Bureau which furnishes local maps,
brochures, pamphlets, business
cards, etc., enabling you to enjoy
the local sights, accommodations,
eateries, shops, services, and events
while visiting here.
In addition to this tourist
information, we showcase the
works of local craftsfolk in the

adjacent Allen Gallery. You will be
pleasantly surprised to discover the
quantity and quality of excellent
work created in the Tweed area.
What better souvenir than a local
hand-crafted gift? In this gallery
also one finds books about the
Tweed area (“Tweed; a Centennial
Mosaic”; “Tweed & Area;
yesterday & today”; “Tales of
Tweed”; “Quest for Gold”; “Tribute
to Agriculture”; etc.), a number of
books by local authors, postcards
by local photographers, etc.
Throughout Houston House
1897 (the original building) one
Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 18
finds on the walls examples of the
incredible art produced in this
area. Keep an alert eye also to the
many different local artifacts in
the various rooms. You really
must take the tour of the Heritage
Centre (1 ½ hrs. for just $5.00/
person!)
While the name “TWEED”
might suggest a major Scottish
heritage, the main roots of our
people are French and Irish. When
the new mill owner, James
Jamieson, commissioned John
Emerson, Public Land Surveyor,
to lay out a town site in 1850, he
chose the name after the Scottish
River Tweed near which he had
been born and raised. However,
there were some Scots who settled
here, and their heritage is
preserved in the Laird & Margaret
(Howie) Morton Room.
The
Mary
(Thomson)
Wannamaker Room and the Grace
(Houston) Porritt Room contain
local records (birth, marriage,
death, obituaries, cemetery
records, census data, etc.) with
which we start people seeking
their family roots in the area.
The Military Tribute Gallery
preserves the memory of local
men and women who served
Canada during different wars and
conflicts, as well as international
events that impacted our people.
Here also one can find
information on military records

for those who served.
The large new annex of 2000
provides a large vestibule with
exhibits, Memorial Hall (a rental
hall/ Art Gallery/ meeting and
events room, etc.), a large
Museum with various galleries
displaying local artifacts (an
eclectic collection indeed!), the
Meiklejohn Reference Room
(materials primarily on Hastings
County, north Lennox and
Addington County, and north
Frontenac County, as well as
special collections such as Home
Children, Irish and French
heritage, Loyalists, etc.), and the
Morton Archives, which includes
over 500 local family histories;
local history books; files on local
churches, groups, businesses,
individuals,
events,
etc.
Researchers are constantly
amazed at the extensive and
comprehensive
collections
preserved in our Heritage Centre.
Throughout the year we
proudly present the unique works
of local artists in different media,
culminating in a huge Christmas
Show and Sale at the end of
November. In May, we celebrate
the talents of the students in the
local elementary schools,
selecting a wee number for
display throughout the summer.
After enjoying the interior of
the Heritage Centre, do take some
time to appreciate the beautiful
grounds with its colourful

flowerbeds, shrubs, etc. As you
stroll around see how many of the
40 artifacts you can spot on the
property! You may wish to rest a
spell on one of the benches on the
lawns, or a chair on the verandah
before
continuing
your
exploration of our village.
The Tweed & Area Heritage
Centre is open Monday through
Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon, 1 to 5
p.m. throughout the year (civic
holidays excepted). People may
come to do their own research for
an entrance fee of $5.00, or, if
they prefer, we can do their
research for them. That fee is
$25.00 prepaid for an initial
search, following which we
inform clients of our findings, and
advise whether any additional
time or money is warranted.
Photocopies cost 25 cents/page
(letter, black & white); or 50
cents/page (letter, colour;
legal/ledger, black & white).
Keep informed of the incoming
information and artifacts in the
“Heritage Herald” in our excellent
local newspaper, The Tweed
News, and also on our face-book
page.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, do
plan a tour of our exceptional
facility! We’re certain that you,
like so many others, will exclaim
at the end “WOW! We never
expected to find such a treasure as
this in a wee rural community like
Tweed”.

Tweed & Area Heritage Centre
TES student art
May 1-31

Tweed Legion Open Euchre
May 4 & 8

Queensborough Community
Centre Pancake Breakfast
May 5
Tweed Legion Bingo
May 9 & 23
Tweedsmuir Tavern
Hospice Fundraiser
May 10-12

Tweed & Area Arts Council
Fish Fry Fundraiser
at Kiwanis Pavilion
May 18

Tweed Hungerford Agricultural
Society Horse Pulls
May 18
Tweed & Co. Theatre presents
Jessica Wilson at Pavilion
May 18

Mammoth Yard Sale Cloyne Hall
May 18
Music with a Heart feat.
Undertaker’s Daughters &
Friends of the Marble Arts
Centre (MAC)
May 23

Tweed Lions Club Open Mic
Charity Jamboree, Stoco Hall
May 26

Wyatt Davis Memorial Chainsaw
Challenge, Marlbank
May 26
Tweed & Area Heritage Centre
Local Art Sales
June 1-30
Tweed Legion Bingo
June 6 & 20

TMF presents Sylvain LeDuc at
the Tweed Legion
June 7
Tweed Elvis Gala; Agriculture
Hall White Building
June 8
Art in Queensborough;
Queensborough
Commmunity Centre
June 9

Red Dirt Skinners at the MAC
June 15
Tweed Classic Car Show &
Vendor Sale; Memorial Park
June 15

Solstice, Anyone? at the MAC
June 21 & 22

Season opening of the Cloyne
Pioneer Museum & Archives
June 22
Tweed Music Festival hosts
Front Porch Ruckus
June 22

Canada Day Festivities at Tweed
Memorial Park
July 1
Tweed Hungerford Agriculture
Society Pancake Breakfast at
White Building
July 1

Tweed Legion Canada Day Lot
Party – Band “Too Drunk to Fish”
July 1
Children’s Summer Drop-In
Program Queensborough
Community Centre
Tuesdays & Thursdays
July 2-25
Tweed Legion Bingo
July 4 & 18

Children’s Summer Drop-In
Program Queensborough
Tues & Thurs July 2-25

138th Tweed Agricultural Fair
July 5-7

Tweed & Co. Theatre presents
Stag & Doe, A Canadian Farce by
Mark Crawford at the MAC
July 10-14
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6th Annual Stoco Lake Black
Crappie Fishing Tournament
May 4

Tweed Music Festival (TMF)
presents Gordon Henricks
Dinner Show at Stoco Hall
May 24

21

Tweed Summer Youth Theatre
Performances at the MAC
July 17-18

Farm to Table on Metcalf St
July 20
Music with a Heart at the MAC
July 25
Tweed & Area Heritage Centre
Elvis Exhibit
August 1-31
Tweed Stampede & Jamboree
August 1 - 5
Tweed Legion Bingo
August 1, 15 & 29

Tweed & Area Arts Council
Art in the Park; Fish Fry
Fundraiser at the Pavilion
August 3

Tweed Summer Youth Theatre
Performances at the MAC
August 14-15
9th Annual Tweed Tribute to
Elvis Festival
August 22 -25
Tweed Legion – Tweed Elvis
Festival “Meet & Greet”
August 22

Tweedsmuir Tavern – Tweed
Elvis Festival Karaoke Night
August 23-24

Tweed Agriculture Society
Pancake Breakfast White Building
August 24-25

Tweedsmuir Tavern – Tweed
Elvis Fest Wrap Up Party
August 25

Touch-a-Truck at Tweed
Community Centre/Fairgrounds
September 8

Ongoing events

Lions Club Music in the Park
Beginning June 30th
Every Sunday at 2pm
Tweed Memorial Park
Bid Euchre
Every Tuesday
7-9pm • Actinolite Hall

Open Mic Tweedsmuir Tavern
Every Saturday • 3-5pm
613-478-2710

Land O’ Lakes Curling Club Ladies
Exercise classes
M/T/T/F
9am • curltweed.ca
Ladies Sit’N’Fit classes
M/W/F 10am • curltweed.ca
Mens’ Exercise classes
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10am
curltweed.ca

That Art Thing Art Club
Lions Hungerford Hall
1st & 3rd Mondays @ 9:30 May/June
marilswan@yahoo.com

Lego Club Tweed Public Library
4th Saturday of the month 11:00am
613-478-1066

Bridge/Euchre
Tweed Public Library
Thursdays 1:00pm • 613-478-1066
Darts
Verona Lions Club
Every other Thursday
613-374-2821 veronalions.ca

Knitting Group
Tweed Public Library
Every Friday 2pm • 613-478-1066
First Tuesday Muse
First Tuesday of the month
7pm-9pm Tweedsmuir Tavern
613-478-2710
Cloyne & District Historical
Society meetings
3rd Monday of the month
(except July, Aug. & Dec.)
Cloyne Community Hall 1pm
613-336-8619
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Tweed Kiwanis Chicken BBQ at
Kiwanis Pavilion
July 18

Tweed Legion Elvis “Fest”
Lot Party
August 24
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Fiddlehead
ferns
and where to
find them

By LACY MEEKS
The Tweed News
Last spring, after countless
dis cuss i o n s c e n te r e d o n
“someday” picking fiddlehead
ferns, someday, finally came.
My husband, an avid
outdoor enthusiast, has often
r egaled me w i t h chi l dhood
memories of gathering wild
b l u e b e r r i es near hi s fam i l y

cotta ge on the shore s of
Skootamatta Lake, spotting
puff balls from the forest trails,
pi cking crisp but tart crab
a p p l e s, a nd hi s fa vouri t e ,
hunting for fiddlehead ferns
amongst the boggy vegetation
on the waters’ edge of Stoco
Lake. Nothing was quite so
ch a lle nging howe ve r a s
s ea rch in g f o r t h e e lu siv e
fiddlehead
ferns.
Setting out
with a pla n
to e xplore
t
h
e
marshland
a round my
own family’s

summe r la ke ge ta wa y near
Marlbank, I was prepared for
what I thought would be an all
day affair. Driving towards our
destination, I glanced towards
the side of the road and asked
i f fi ddl e he a d fe rns lo o k ed
something like that. Well, it
turned out that, yes, they did
look exactly like that. Twenty
minutes later we had o u r
bucket full and b a re ly
scratched the surface.
So, what are fiddleheads and
where do you find them?
Appearing in early spring,
ne stle d a mongst m a r s h y
vegetation you just might find
these green veggies, which are
actually the furled fronds of
young ferns. Specifically it is
the ostrich fern which is edible.
Wi t h a t a st e c om bi n atio n
re minisc e nt of spina c h a n d
br oc c ol i . T he shor t harvest
season is no doubt a factor in
why the fiddlehe ad i s
considered by many to be such
a sought after delicacy.
Make sure you don’t pick
the wrong ferns as they can be
toxic! Also be sure to fully
cook the fiddleheads. Boil in
water for about seven minutes,
then lightly saute in butter.
Enjoy!!!

The Tweed News
242 Victoria St., Tweed • 613-478-2017
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Check out
our exciting
selection of
books
for children
and young
adults!

Fiddlehead Ferns harvested in the Land O’ Lakes
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Sister
Act
By SHANNON BINDER
The Tweed News
A journey of sorts has led to the
organic cultivation of Rose View
Chapel, a quaint and magical place
in the middle of a former Sulphide
gold mine.
Kywin Grills and Jeff Gibson
purchased the former Sulphide
Mine, a 97 acre property off the
Sulphide Road in the Municipality
of Tweed, in 2006. “We fell in love

with this place, we fell in love with
the history of it,” expressed Grills,
her eyes shining as she recalled her
and her husband’s journey to
Sulphide from Kingston. Grills is
originally from Belleville (Grills
Orchards);
Gibson
from
Scarborough.
Since their move thirteen years
ago, the couple have spent
countless hours researching the
property which began as a gold
mine in 1875
before being
sold by the
M a d o c
M i n i n g
Company to
the Allied
Chemical
Company of
New York in
1901. The
discovery of
iron pyrite, or
fool’s gold,
led to Allied
Chemical
processing the
sulphide
mineral for
use
in
explosives
during WWI
and WWII.
During its
six decades of
operation, a

booming town bloomed around the
Sulphide Mine, boasting a
population that warranted a
hospital, hotel, boardwalk,
recreation centre, post office and
three churches. A winding drive
(nearly half a kilometre long!)
through a cascade of trees leads to
the Grills/Gibson home, in the
centre of the property and the only
surviving building from the era. It
is from this space where a new
draw beckons.
Grills explains, “four years ago
my sister wanted to get married at
our place - it is uniquely different
and so beautiful, she thought it was
the perfect setting for their special
day.” Grills and Gibson agreed and
set about building a romantic
chapel facade. “That is when the
idea grew and grew and grew,”
said Grills. Following Lisa and
Bill’s nuptials, the facade became
larger, growing sides and
transforming first into a shed, then
a bunkie. But the couple were still
not satisfied with their “unique
little chapel-looking building,” said
Grills. “It just didn’t seem right to
have a building that looked like a
chapel to be anything other than a
chapel.”
Then Gibson said something
Grills will never forget, that he
wanted to build it for her.
Grills had been diagnosed with
lung cancer in 2008 and Gibson
wanted to give his wife a space
where she could just ‘be’, a place
of silence and beauty and nature, a
place for thought, meditation, and a
place to be thankful. “He built it as
a testimony of his love for me and
to give thanks for our lives,” said
Grills who explained her diagnosis
was a shock for them, considering
their healthy lifestyle. She had
most of her left lung removed and
gives thanks each day that it was
caught in time. Grills loves to
spend time reflecting in the chapel,
Continued on page 27

Sulphide, 1920s

From the Grills/Gibson files

Sulphide was booming in the 1920s, thanks to the Sulphide Mine which was in
operation from 1901-1964. Sulphide boasted a hotel, boardwalk, hospital,
recreation centre, post office, three churches and streets of homes during this
time period, making the community even bigger than the village of Tweed. In
1966 all but one building was dismantled or demolished. During the past
thirteen years, since Kywin Grills and Jeff Gibson purchased the 97 acre
property, during evening walks they have unearthed a multitude of treasures,
remnants of the past, bits of pottery and building materials that tell of the area’s
former prosperity. This photo has been enlarged and now graces one of the
buildings connected to Rose View Chapel where wedding services are held.
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Continued from page 26
since named Rose View, given its
close proximity to the property’s
English Rose garden. “There is a
feeling of comfort and calmness
when you go into our chapel,” she
said. “A special warm feeling
overcomes you,” and, Grills added,
others feel it as well. Perhaps
because every corner of the inviting
space comes with a story and special
meaning.
Grills and Gibson spent an entire
winter crafting the Chapel’s stained
glass window around a rose
designed by Grills’ mother; another
window is from a Quebec nunnery.
Rose View’s oak front door was
made
from
Grills’ great
grandparents’ dining room table with
one panel a piece from their old
piano. The Chapel’s altar was made
by Grills’ Grandfather Wodzak for
the Lutheran Church in Belleville.
Wodzak built another that is still
used today so, said Grills, the
Continued on page 29
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Sulphide Mine, 1950

From the Grills/Gibson files

The circa 1950s view of the Sulphide mine south from Sulphide Road. A mixture of homes and Allied
Chemical’s processing facilities line the man-made pond which was used for the mining and pyrite plant
operations. Miners’ children were frequently warned to stay away from the pond due to the danger of its
strong current. The pond still exists today and the Grills/Gibson family enjoys it for canoeing and kyaking.
The water is so clear, said Grills, you can see to its grass bottom. Editor’s note: the UFO looking saucer
shape you can see between the buildings is in fact a tear on the original photograph!

From the Grills/Gibson files

Sulphide United Church, 1909

This photograph of the Sulphide United Church was taken shortly after its
construction in 1909. Although the church was dismantled and sold around
1965-1966, two years following the closure of the Sulphide Mine, the
Minister’s home (the current home of Kywin Grills and Jeff Gibson) was
left standing and the Minister continued to reside there. The Sulphide
United Church was one of three area churches and its steps remain
untouched on the property; a facination for visitors who still tour the area
in search of them.
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Continued from page 27
Church was kind enough to give
the original one back to the
family for Rose View. They were
also given the original candle
holders from the Lutheran
Church. The small choir loft was
built with planks from Grills
Orchards farm from wood milled
by Grills’ dad and grandfather.
The loft railing and pulpit came
from the old Aiken’s United
Church in Quinte West; the
garden doors were donated by
Grills’ Aunt Judy (who was also
married there). Other touches
include rustic stained pallet
boards for the Chapel walls and
old barn planks for the floor.
Gibson created the cross on top
of the steeple by hand.
The couple said they were very
excited to find a bell for the steeple
and said everyone who gets
married there has to ring the bell to
commemorate their union.
Continued on page 31
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Kywin Grills and Jeff Gibson
welcome you to their former
Sulphide Mine property, now home
to the quaint and peaceful Rose
View Chapel.

The Tweed News/SHANNON BINDER
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Continued from page 29
After the magical weddings of Grills’ sister and
aunt, Grills and Gibson realized their desire to share
Rose View Chapel with others, as a place for
baptisms, weddings (complete with bridal party
area) and funerals. The sisters, Kywin and Lisa,
have even both become Ordained Chaplains and, as
Sister Act, can oversee weddings and Celebrations
of Life.
But Grills isn’t done her journey yet. She
recently decided to become a Reverend and has
applied to the Community Catholic Church of
Canada. She is very excited to see what the future
holds; her adventures so far may be a tough act to
follow!
For more information on the sisters visit
sisteractweddings.ca. For more on Rose View
Chapel, visit littlechapelweddings.ca.
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